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RES policy (beyond 2020) from a UK/Europe perspective

 Article 194 Treaty of Lisbon in 2009: EU 
energy policy is a competence shared 
between the EU and Member States
• EU can establish measures necessary to 

achieve the objectives
 Renewable Energy Directive 2009 is the 

cornerstone of EU renewable policyp y
 Aim: reduce emissions of greenhouse gases by 

20% from 1990 levels
• Member States have the right to determine 

own energy sourcesown energy sources
 A wide range of policy measures reflecting 

specifics of local conditions
 Limited uniformity in policies thus far

CMS comparative study of renewables
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 CMS comparative study of renewables 
support mechanisms across Europe



RES policy (beyond 2020) from a UK/Europe perspective

 Renewables are not a single cohesive sector
• Diverse range of technologies and many sub-sectors
• Wind and solar dominateWind and solar dominate
• Trend towards bigger and more complex projects
• Developers’ need for a stable system
Choices of one Member State affects others Choices of one Member State affects others
• avoiding “legislation arbitrage”/temporary hot spots
• Principle of ‘grandfathering’ needs to be established
• Affordability issues high on the agenda• Affordability issues high on the agenda

 A copy of the Renewables Support Mechanisms Across Europe: A 
Comparative Study is available through the CMS website

3

Comparative Study is available through the CMS website
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